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ing the positions taken by the Filipinos. The sharp- 
shooters of the latter annoy the American forces with 
their long-range Mausers. In their desperation the na- 
tives have set fire to Manila and destroyed considerable 
portions of the city. In spite of their great losses, the 
forces of Aguinaldo have returned again and again to 
the fight. Re-inforcements from this country to the 
number of six thousand have reached Manila, raising the 
entire army to about thirty-three thousand men, nomi- 
nally. The efficient force is considerably less than this, 
owing to casualties, loss by disease and disablement pro- 
duced by the heat. As we go to press the dispatches 
state that General Otis is about to commence an aggres- 
sive campaign in order to drive the Philippine troops 
away from the environs of Manila. The Commission 
sent by the President to study and report upon the con- 
dition of affairs in the Philippines has arrived, with 
the exception of Col. Denby. It is reported that they 
are not likely to be able to do much in the present con- 
fused state of affairs. 



Brevities. 

The Russian Empire, with its hundred and twenty 
millions of people, is inhabited by one hundred and 
twelve different nationalities, many of them of the most 
primitive type. 

... A compulsory arbitration law in reference to labor 
disputes has been in operation in New Zealand since 
1894, but the results are reported to be not very satis- 
factory. 

. . . Ex -Senator Edmunds in a letter to the New York 
World says that "a republic can have no subjects. Its 
people must be either citizens, slaves or aliens". 

. . . John Morley, in his recent severe arraignment of 
what he called "the prevailing spirit of jingoism and 
imperialism among the English Liberals", 'responsibility 
for whose party counsels he has renounced, said: "It is 
my firm conviction that the prevailing spirit of imperial- 
ism must inevitably bring militarism, a gigantic daily 
growing governmental expenditure, along with increased 
power to aristocrats and privileged classes, and war." 

. . . The Universal Peace Union is planning buildings 
for a Summer School of Peace on the banks of the Mystic 
River, Connecticut. 

... A mass meeting, attended by about four thousand 
people, was held in Nashville, Tenn., on Jan. 17, to pro- 
mote the success of the Czar's Conference. This was one 
of the first, if not the very first meeting of the kind held 
in this country, and it was proposed by a Nashville 
woman. 

. . . The Nations which colonize have now one hundred 
and twenty-six colonies with almost as many distinct 
forms of colonial government. The colonizing nations 
lie in the temperate zone and three-fourths of their 
colonial subjects are in the tropics. 

... As an effect of the expansion spirit, a "new course 
in military and naval science will be given at Harvard 
University during the second half-year." 



. . . Nothing increases intemperance like war, and 
nothing tends towards war like intemperance. — Frances 
E. Willard. 

. . . Mr. Elie Ducommuu, Secretary of the Interna- 
tional Peace Bureau at Berne, has just published in 
French a brochure of twenty pages in which he discusses 
"The Role of War and Peace in the Progress of Civili- 
zation", with special reference to the peace interests of 
small states like Switzerland. 

. . . The Venezuela Arbitration tribunal has held its 
preliminary meeting in Paris and will not come together 
again till in April. 

. . . The arbitrator in the Tillett dispute between Eng- 
land and Belgium, Arthur Desjardins, a member of the 
Institute of France, has rendered his decision. It sup- 
ports the Belgian claim. 

. . . The World, of Shenandoah, Iowa, is publishing a 
series of timely and vigorous articles against war, writ- 
ten by Mr. A. S. Bailey, associate editor of the paper. 

... On the recent arrival of the new French Ambas- 
sador, Mr. Cambon, at London, he was waited upon by 
a deputation of the International Arbitration and Peace 
Association. In reply to their statement that the great 
mass of the English entertain the warmest regard for 
the French nation, Mr. Cambon stated that the French 
people are not hostile to England and that the press had 
much exaggerated the feeling produced by the Fashoda 
incident. 

... A new journal has been started, to promote better 
understanding between the French and the Germans. 
It is published at Munich and Paris, in both French and 
German, under the title Deutsch-Franzosische Rund- 
schau {Revue franco-allemande). The Munich address 
is 23 Residenzstrasse. 

. . . Alfred Hermann Fried, editor of the Friedens- 
Oorrespondenz, the organ of the German National Peace 
Society, has published in German, — press of E. Pierson, 
Leipzig, — a pamphlet of thirty-six pages entitled "What 
will the Conference of St. Petersburg be able to accom- 
plish?" 

. . . The interest in England in the Crusade of Peace 
is shown by the fact that in a single day one hundred 
thousand dollars was subscribed for its prosecution. 

. . . The twenty-third annual report of the American 
Purity Alliance, just issued, contains an instructive dis- 
cussion of the subject of "Army Morality." The Alli- 
ance has taken strong ground in favor of disarmament, 
having sent a message of grateful appreciation to the 
Czar of Russia. 

. . . John Sherman says that the establishment of an 
independent republic in the Philippines would be "one 
of the greatest achievements of the United States. It 
would be in accord with our history and our traditions 
and would reflect forever a lustre upon our principles 
and institutions." 

. . . The natives are in revolt in many parts of the 
Congo country. Many stations of the whites have been 
destroyed or abandoned. It is charged that the Belgian 
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officials, both civil and military, have brought on the 
troubles by their selfishness and greed. 

. . . The Commission appointed by the Pan-American 
Congress in 1889-90 to survey a route for a railroad con- 
necting North and South America has made its report. 
The railroad contemplated will, if ever built, cover 10,221 
miles, from New York to Buenos Ayres, and will cost 
$175,000,000. 4,769 miles of the route is already covered 
by existing railroads. 

... On the 20th of February the House of Representa- 
tives by a vote of two hundred and thirteen to thirty- 
four passed, without amendment, the bill appropriating 
$20,000,000 to be paid to Spain under the terms of the 
peace treaty. 

. . . Mark Twain has endorsed the Peace Crusade. 
Writing to Mr. Stead, he aays : "The Czar is ready to 
disarm. I am ready to disarm. Collect the others. It 
ought not to be much of a task now." 

. . . The official copy of the peace treaty which was 
ratified by the Senate on the 6 th of February was signed 
by the President at 2.35 o'clock on the 10th ult. and then 
replaced by Secretary Hay in its crimson velvet case for 
transmission to Madrid. 

. . . The Universal Peace Union of Philadelphia cele- 
brated Washington's birthday by holding two meetings 
at their rooms on Arch Street, and passing strong reso- 
lutions against war 

. . . The Secretary of the American Peace Society on 
Washington's birthday addressed the seven hundred and 
fifty boys of the Dudley School, Boston, on "Washing- 
ton the Lover of Truth, of Liberty and of Peace." 



National Honor. 

BY IDA WHIPPLE BENHAM. 

How shall a sovereign state 
Its honor vindicate ? 
In the old barbaric fashion, 
Noisome with evil passion, 
Of stopping the enemy's breath 
By sowing dismay and death 
Broadcast over land and sea 
In the name of Victory ? 

Shall it send its bombshells wide 
(Bearing demons of woe inside) 
To make of the cottage a tomb, 
Of the cloister a place of doom, 
Of the street a shamble, red 
With innocent life-blood, shed 
Like water of little worth 
Poured lavishly on the earth ? 

The patriarch bowed in prayer, 

The butler upon the stair, 

The bride in her robe of white, 

The priest and the acolyte, 

The mother whose arms have pressed 

Her babe to her timid breast, 



And the babe that her arms enfold, 
The grandmother, vague and old, 
With the dreams of the past upon her, — 
Must these die for the "national honor"? 

For a spleen, for an outworn spite, 
For an accidental slight, 
For a difference of opinion 
About sovereign dominion, 
And the thousand things beside 
(Blind passion's range being wide) 
That the fierce political rout 
See fit to rave about ? 

Shall nations grand and free, 
Boasting of liberty, 
Boasting of reason and truth, 
Of chivalry, justice, ruth, 
Make bloody stepping-stones 
Of human flesh and banes, — 
Abasing heaven-sent wit 
And the peace that comes of it, 
For anger and discontent 
And the sword's arbitrament ? 

Shall life be thus effaced 
With infinite reckless waste 
Of the humble, the meek and the poor, 
The wayfaring man, and the boor, 
The farmer, the teamster, the tailor, 
The cobbler, the cooper, the jailor, 
The teacher, the preacher — and all 
On whom a projectile may fall ? 
Shall a nation take it upon her 
Thus to assert her honor ? 

Then let her resign all pretense 
To reason and common sense — 
The wit to propose and intend 
Bight means to a proper end. 
Let her say, "I am one of the rest 
(And not even one of the best), 
Of the creatures that live but to perish. 
The hopes and the aims that I cherish 

Are glorious, dazzling and great, 
As becomes a vast sovereign state — 
But on a crude, animal plan 
That pertains to the brute and not man." 
Let her say, "I will fight for my rights 
(Including my spleens and my spites) 
Though babes in their cradles must bleed 
And maidens must die for the deed." 

Let her say, "When my anger is sated 
And my greed has a trifle abated 
I will lay down my sword for a season, 
Shake hands with the foe, and talk reason. 
With blood crying up from the ground, 
With grief and dismay all around, 
Our flags a fierce gamut of reds 
Ball-riddled and lashed into shreds, — 



